23o	NADIR  SHAH
'Ali Quli east of the Tigris; it was soon routed, and narrowly escaped
being cut off when retreating to Mosul.
On the a^th Rajab (i4th September) Nadir and his army camped at
Yarimja, close to tie tomb of the Prophet Jonah ; at the Shah's orders
bridges were thrown across the Tigris both above and below Mosu^
and numbers of men were sent across to the western side of the river in
order to complete the encirclement of the town.
News of Nadir's invasion of Mesopotamia and of his threat to Baghdad
and capture of Kirkuk produced consternation at Constantinople. Fears
of an uprising by the populace caused the Qizlar Agha to secure the
dismissal of the 'Ali Pasha, the Grand Vizier, and the appointment of
Hasan Pasha, an ex-Janissary, to the post. There seems to be no doubt
that *Ali Pasha was made a scapegoat, and that Hasan Pasha was chosen
because his appointment would meet with the approval of the army.1
There was further alarm in the Turkish capital when reports arrived
of the siege of Mosul; the Turks turned for advice to Count Bonneval^
who undertook to bring the Persian War to a successful conclusion in
one campaign, but his plan was not adopted.2
To return to the siege of Mosul. Having entirely surrounded the city,,
the Persians constructed redoubts, and placed in position fourteen batteries
in which 160 cannon and 230 mortars were mounted.8 The bombardment
from these batteries was opened on the 8th Sha'ban (27th September),
and for eight days and nights it continued without a break.4 The walls
were breached in several places, but the defenders, working with desperate
energy, always managed to repair them before the Persians could force
their way through. Much mining and counter-mining went on,5
and no fewer than seven general assaults and five subsidiary attacks,
were delivered by the besiegers. Once, when a wide breach in the walls
had been made by a mine, the Persians rushed impetuously forward to the.
attack, carrying with them 1,700 scaling ladders, but the defenders, with
the courage of despair, drove them off with heavy loss.6 The Christian
element of the population played a most important part in the defence
1 Stanhope Aspinwefl to "WMtehaU, 5th/i6th October, 1743 (S.P. 97, Vol. XXXXII), and
von Hammer, Vol. XV, p. 69.
1 Letter from the Constantinople correspondent of the Dotty Post, published in that paper-
on the 3oth November, 1743.
»Von Hammer, Vol. XV, pp. 70 and 71.
*The number of cannon balls and bombs fired into Mosul during the siege is estimated by
Niebuhr (Reisebeschreibung, Vol. II, p. 367) at 40,000, by the Turkish official account at.
60,000 and by Sulaiman Sa'igh (op. at., p. 284) at no less than 100,000.
* Owing to their lack of skill, the Persian engineers did, on the -whole, considerably more harm
to their own side than they did to the Turks, as the majority of their mines exploded
backwards. The Turks are said to have had the services of a capable engineer from Con-
stantinople (see C. J. Eich's Narrative of a Residence in Koordistan and of the Site of Ancient
Nineveh, London, 1836, Vol. II, p. 46).
'Turkish official account.

